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“LINEAGE” - A Conversation with Matt Devine

JA: Describe your creative process. What routines or rituals do you have?
DEVINE: As a process artist, my creativity is strongest when I am in the studio with my machines and materials, music blaring. I need
to hold the metal in my hands, manipulate it on my bench or crane, stand back, adjust, etc.. I am not a big sketcher. I don’t use much
technology in my designs unless there is engineering involved. I take the individual pieces and begin to build a larger work one layer
at a time. I take frequent breaks to play guitar, walk around, and revisit the work with fresh eyes.
Because I am a creature of habit, I follow pretty rigid routines in all aspects of my life, creative and personal. I am fortunate to have a
home studio on the farm where I live with my family, so it could be tempting to have a loose schedule, but I do not. Every morning,
we eat breakfast together, prepare for the day and set a focus. Then it’s to the studio until early evening. After I roll down the studio
doors, I try to leave that behind and focus on my family and our life on the farm until I wake up and do it all over again. Sundays I try
to keep just for rest and recuperation, but every other day is very similar. I find the rhythm of these rituals soothing and grounding and
it allows me maximum focus to create. Downtime in our home is spent playing music, cooking meals, gardening, and spending a
significant amount of time outside with our animals and land. I find this balance paramount to my well-being. I need a lot of rest and
time for reflection. It’s not very flashy, but it’s the way I am at my best.
JA: Lines and curves are essential to your sculptures' final forms. Can you explain the significance of repetition of shape and
line within each sculpture?
DEVINE: I became intrigued as a young adult by the Mid-century Modernist movement of design and have been obsessed with the
subtle use of lines and curves in various forms ever since. I would like to say that there is some deep conceptual meaning to my work,
but truly it is about creating a piece of sculpture that is visually pleasing and balanced. Selfishly, as a process artist, it is about the
meditative quality of repetition and arrangement that drives me to create the works I do.

As for significance of line and shape, I think that comes from my inspiration. I am inspired by the patterns in nature, architecture, and
mathematics. The idea of de-constructing something complex, breaking it into parts, and reconstructing it into something new or
different is a driving force behind all my designs. The gentle curve of a leaf, the arch of a window, or the formula for an ellipse have
all found their way into my work.
As for repetition, I like to see what I can accomplish with the strict use of just one piece multiplied over and over (sometimes
thousands of times) to create one larger piece. I love it when people say, “How did you do that?”
The ultimate goal of any of my works is to bring the person experiencing it a sense of peace or inspiration. I am personally very put at
ease by controlling the composition of my sculptures. I do sometimes compare my process to pushing out the chaotic noise of modern
society and arranging the details into one more quiet composition.
JA: This exhibition, Lineage, is about a continuation of line as well as a continuation of artistic practice. How do you keep your
process evolving?
DEVINE: In my studio, I welcome mistakes. They often lead to the best new designs. This has to do with all that time in the studio
practicing, perfecting my works. My process naturally evolves on its own when I stay open and sensitive to inspiration. I take a lot of
walks. I play a lot of guitar.
I have found longevity in this career is to take it at a pace that is fitting for me and not to worry too much about what anyone else is
doing. It is a daily practice for me to keep as much positivity in my life as possible. I try to limit outside influences like social media,
news, or negative people. This way I know what I am creating is true to myself.
JA: What do you want people to know about you? About your art?
DEVINE: After meeting me most people would be surprised how introverted I actually am. My family and I have a very simple life
with few people nearby. We live somewhat remotely. I rarely leave our property.
Something I feel sets me apart from some artists is that I view my career as just that. It takes dedication, business sense, and hard
work. For me, it is not about the celebrity or the fame. It is about a daily practice of making artwork. I am deeply grateful for the vast
web of people who have supported and encouraged me throughout the years including my dealers and those who purchase and
appreciate my work. I truly believe this is what I was meant to do with my life. I cannot imagine any other existence. But, I am
mindful that if I ever take it for granted, or forget to be humble, it could all just disappear.

